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Assembly of Elect of UDALBIDE-UDALBILTZA® 

BY the TERRITORIAL COHESION OF EUSKAL HERRIA 
Durango, 4 of March of 2006 

 
 
 
Today we celebrated the Assembly of Elect of Euskal Herria. Elect 
that we have a same memory and that we remembered the 
importance that the local scope and the representatives nearest the 
citizenship have had in the construction of the Basque nation.  
 
 
It was near here, in Gernika, when the elect Basques went to the call 
of the then mayor of Getxo Jose Antonio Agirre to give to a firm step 
in the vindication of our liberties and the claim of an 
institutionalization process of our town.  
 
 
In 1933 we did not have own institutions and that call was possibly 
more fixed and urgent. Lucky, although it is left much to construct, in 
the last decades we have taken important steps in his construction, 
the affirmation of his identity and the economic and social 
development.  
 
 
Today we have consolidated our own institutions, of which we felt 
proud. But, our grief, the degree of institutional development has not 
had a similar development in the set of Basque territories. In the 
Independent Community of Euskadi, the Government and the Basque 
Parliament have contributed to that the Basques of Plowed, Bizkaia 
and Gipuzkoa feels that their identity, their language their culture is 
harnessed and foments from the freely chosen institutions. The 
recovered Economic Concert in 1981 for Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa, along 
with the Alava Concert and the Navarre’s Agreement, have been an 
instrument of economic and social development that has contributed 
of form important to improve the quality of life and the well-being of 
our citizens.  
 
 
The Navarre institutions follow pawned on not recognizing the identity 
and Basque root of Navarre, that follow marginalized institutionally, 
although with a social impulse that makes advance day to day the 
implantation of the euskera and the development of the Basque 
culture in this territory thanks to the effort of the men and 
euskaltzales women of Navarre.  
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Iparralde, devoid of own institutional references, has not been able to 
assume and therefore to exert economic, social and cultural 
competitions, unlike the process that has lived Hegoalde. As a result 
of this lack of institutionalization, the Basque identity, as much from 
the linguistic point of view like cultural, is undergoing an important 
backward movement that it takes us all to redouble the efforts in 
please a shared work to reinforce our signs of identity to the north of 
the Bidasoa.  
 
 
We are not in 1931, without own institutional references. But we were 
in a Euskal Herria with three different legal-political marks, a lack of 
institutionalization in Iparralde and an evident deficiency of 
implication in the defense and the development of the Basque identity 
of Navarre on the part of its present institutional directors.  
 
 
The main mission of the Assembly of Elect is the territorial cohesion 
of Euskal Herria. Territorial cohesion, that is fundamentally human 
cohesion and citizen cohesion for the consolidation of a common 
identity. From Udalbide-Udalbiltza we bet to contribute with the 
necessary efforts so that the Basque identity, our culture, our 
language, is developed in the set of the territories of Euskal Herria. 
Because national construction is also, and mainly, the establishment 
of the bows, bonds and necessary activities that they fortify the union 
between the Basoues and Basoues of and other territories. Cultural, 
social, economic, infrastructural, human and affective bonds. Really, 
the construction and the fortification of the Basque identity through 
the cooperation.  
 
 
The Basque town has lived difficult moments through its history. And 
today, at the beginning of century XXI, in the heat of time of we were 
in crossroads, confronted to a difficult but illusionist task. The 
technologies of the information are transforming the economy, the 
society, the habits, the world-wide and intra European relations, and 
we are convinced that they will also transform the political structures. 
We want to be present in that reflection and that future. And through 
the development of our identity in the set of Euskal Herria, through 
the development of the euskera, fortifying our human, social, 
economic and cultural bonds like town, we want to contribute to that 
century XXI is the one of the international recognition of the Basque 
town, Euskal Herria, whereas linguistic, cultural and social reality yes, 
but also like political subject.  
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The present situation does not facilitate to operate synergies to the 
maximum and the positive effects that this space shared between 
Basques has for all we. "Frontiers" legal-administrative they restrain 
the opening of collaboration channels. To foment, to catalyze and to 
stimulate this collaboration from the elect policemen are our 
contribution to the cohesion of our town and the consolidation of a 
Basque reality that it wants to work in common, to reaffirm its reality 
and to look for its recognition in the world. The Assembly of Elect 
shows its firm commitment to work by that construction of Euskal 
Herria like reality shared by the Basques and Basques in this century 
XXI. The project of national construction of Euskal Herria to that we 
aspired depends on the will on the men and women on not resigning 
to the present status quo.  
 
 
The economic development of Euskal Herria, the systems of social 
protection of the Basques, the infrastructures of common interest 
between the territories, the arrangement of the territory and the 
common spaces, the promotion of the cultural policies and the 
impulse to the consolidation of the euskera are, among others, the 
actions that they demand to us to harness collaboration formulas, 
mechanisms of cooperation between the Basque citizenship of the 
seven territories, surpassing the legal and administrative divisions 
through the collaboration mechanisms that a shared European space 
makes possible. Udalbide-Udalbiltza wants to be an active agent in 
this cooperation.  
 
 
We want to construer country from the base, being constructed 
society. Interlacing, cooperating and fomenting. Constructing Euskal 
Herria with the contribution of a network of elect policemen. And we 
do it today, in a day, in which our town lives particularly interesting 
political moments. Moments, at which like elect policemen, we want 
to specify what for us they are the basic axes and values on which we 
will have to construct the future:  
 
 
In the first place, the commitment, on the one hand, with the respect 
of the human rights and the civil and political of all the people without 
exception, the bet by routes only and exclusively pacific and 
democratic liberties to obtain the political normalization in Euskal 
Herria, the rejection to all the actions and manifestations of violence 
and conciliation of the human rights, individual and collective and 
consequently, the necessity that ETA declares, of clear and 
unequivocal form, its firm will to end definitively the use of the 
violence to obtain political aims.  
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Secondly, we simultaneously pleaded for the dialogue and the 
negotiation without exclusions between all present political 
sensitivities in the Basque society as it bases essential for the political 
normalization, that we defend the right of the Basque society to 
decide its own future like democratic principle, as instrument of 
political normalization and as point of contact of all political 
sensitivities that coexist in Euskal Herria. For that reason we bet by 
an ample consensus between the Basque political forces in relation to 
the exercise of the right to decide and by the negotiation and the Pact 
like instruments to reach an agreement so that the decision of the 
Basque society finds its reflection within the framework legal-political. 
 
 
 
These are the axes through which our town can and must face this 
crucial moment at which we can reach La Paz and the political 
normalization. Really, a coexistence project. A coexistence project to 
which Udalbide-Udalbiltza wants to contribute, narrowing the 
cohesion between the Basque territories. Establishing new bridges, 
helping to know between us, constructing to nation day us to day. 
That is our work. This it is our commitment. A town, a network of 
people, in Lapurdi, Nafarroa, Bizkaia, Xuberoa, Gipuzkoa, Araba and 
Baxe Nafarroa, sharing project, sharing illusion, that this Assembly of 
Elect wants to fortify with its actions to be fortifying our project, 
fortifying Euskal Herria.  
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